THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
that those correspondents gave wonderful ac-
counts of continued outrage right down to the
late murder of hostages on the French frontier.
This cannot be denied. This is the dilemma the
Republican Government have been in : if they
ordered or deliberately allowed these outrages,
they were fiends ; if they were unable to stop
them, they were unfit to govern. I do not know
which horn of the dilemma critics of Genreal
Franco would take.
It is no part of my case that the progress of
the National army was wholly unblemished; it
would, of course, be foolish to suppose it could
be in a civil war. The stories of massacre at
Badajos and Guernica have been disproved.
But, no doubt, there was many a hasty drum-
head court martial and swift execution to follow.
But what I do say is that there was nothing in
the least comparable to the indictment that
could be set up on the other side at any time
during the war. And also at the beginning,
do you suppose that the advancing armies were
or could be in a judicial frame of mind ? When
they marched up through part of Andalusia
and Estremadura, on every hand they had
reports of the most appalling outrages. For
example, could they be very cool in their minds
when they heard that a number of honest
women had been ordered by a Communist
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